Arthrodesis for failed ankle arthroplasty.
Thirty-eight ankles in 36 patients who underwent fusion for failed total ankle arthroplasty were reviewed. Twenty-two patients were women and 14 were men, and their mean age was 56.8 years. The fusion methods performed in the 38 ankles were malleolar resection in 13, intercalated bone graft in 20, and posterior tibiotalocalcaneal fusion in 5. Fixation was external in 36 ankles and internal in 2. Bone graft was used in 32 ankles. Union was achieved in 33 ankles (89%). The average duration of the follow-up period in 29 patients (31 ankles) was 8.3 years (range, 2-14.4 years). Patients had no or mild pain in 24 ankles (80%). Complications occurred in five ankles (13%). Failed total ankle arthroplasty may be successfully salvaged by arthrodesis.